
October 15, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted an addition of Camille 
Bessler, Court Administrator at the 9:45 a.m. time slot.  Additionally, A/T Hanson stated she had received a Spoil Release 
Form from the WRWD with regard to Wild Rice Township Ditch, also known as Project 12.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the October 6th meeting.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then brought miscellaneous business forward regarding the America’s Farmers Grow Communities Grant.  
A/T Hanson noted that Chasity Brandt had nominated the Norman County Sheriff’s K-9 Unit to receive a grant in the 
amount of $2,500 from the Bayer Fund.  Donna expressed that she was to the point in paperwork of accepting the grant 
and being the signatory for the grant if the board wished to accept.  Commissioner Redland moved to approve 
acceptance of the Bayer Fund America’s Farmers Grow Communities Grant.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will complete the DocuSign documents for the grant.   
 
A second item of miscellaneous business was the Joint Powers Agreement with the Northwest Workforce Service Area.  
After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt the Joint Powers Agreement for the Northwest 
Workforce Service Area.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  
The Joint Powers Agreement was adopted unanimously.   
 
The next item of discussion was the Spoil Release Form requested by the Wild Rice Watershed District in conjunction with 
Wild Rice Township Ditch, also known as Project 12.  Following some discussion on this request, it was tabled to see if a 
representative from the WRWD could stop in to the meeting before adjournment.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with the latest COVID-19 
update.  Director Kjono noted that Norman County now has 86 cases, 14 of which are active, with a positivity rate of 29%.  
Ms. Kjono anticipates an increase close to 40 new cases next week.  There was discussion of saliva testing becoming 
another option we may see soon.     
 
Discussion on reopening the county offices.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to re-open all county offices to the 
public with the exception of the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office and Recorder’s Office being open by appointment only in 
order to control social distancing in those offices.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.     
 
At this time, Chairman Hall, addressed the board with an update on CARES Act Business funding, noting that the County 
EDA along with Cam Fanfulik from NWRDC had reviewed the applications received requesting $430,000 in funding, where 
they had only been appropriated $290,000 in funding to distribute.  They had used a point system and Commissioner Hall 
provided the board with a spreadsheet of what the EDA recommendations were for distribution.  Discussion was tabled 
until later in the meeting as Commissioners wanted to have a chance to look at the information. 
 
At 10:02 a.m. Camille Bessler, Court Administration, addressed the board with a request from Judge Scheiferdecker to 
allow Mahnomen County to hold a possible upcoming jury trial in the Norman County Courtroom, as the Mahnomen 
Courtroom is too small to accomplish social distancing, etc.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to allow the Norman County Courtroom to host a possible jury trial for Mahnomen County.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:06 a.m. Kevin Ruud, WRWD Manager, entered the board room and discussion moved forward on the requested 
Spoil Release Form for Wild Rice Township Ditch.  Kevin explained the request as giving access to contractors and WRWD 
agents to the ditch through the county property containing the Agassiz Recreational Trail for maintenance of the said 



ditch.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted he felt there was no room for spoil to be placed on the county property and 
asked if it could be placed to the east of the trail on private landowner property, with no spoils placed on county 
property.  It was noted this should be stated on the Spoil Release Form.  A/T Hanson will note that on the Spoil Release 
Form before returning to WRWD.  Commissioner Bommersbach then made a motion to approve the Spoil Release Form 
with regard to Wild Rice Township Ditch, aka Project 12, from WRWD to include right to access.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:08 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break before moving ahead with the Road & Bridge agenda.  
 
At 10:20 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with Amendment #1 to the Local Road Improvement 
Project Grant Agreement between Norman County and MnDOT.  Mr. Berndt noted this project was for Park and 2nd 
Street within the City of Ada.  There were overruns on the project and MnDOT had determined that an additional 
$15,285.90 was LRIP-eligible.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve Amendment #1 to the LRIP Grant 
Agreement.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
Engineer Berndt gave an update on CSAH 63 which he was able to have Mark Sane & Gravel put asphalt overlay on 
approximately three quarters of a mile, which is the worst part as he had mentioned this at the last meeting that it was 
breaking up and he was going to have to investigate.     
 
Chairman Hall then brought back discussion on the CARES Act Business Grants to request approval of disbursement of 
$280,000 in business assistance grants.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the recommendation of 
the Norman County EDA in regard to the business assistance grants in the amount of $280,000.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, addressed the board with regard to Barrick Family Farms 
LLP who proposes to operate a 3,743 animal unit swine breeding facility in Lockhart Township.  Mr. Johanson also 
introduced Paul Fitzsimmons of Protein Sources, and Jack Perry, legal counsel from Taft Law.  Mr. Johanson stated the 
regulating Governmental Unit would be the MPCA.  Mr. Johanson read Conditional Use Permit #5058 on behalf of Barrick 
Family Farms LLP to operate a 3,743 animal unit swine breeding facility; on a part of parcel 13-5564000 owned by Barrick 
Family Farms LLP in Section 25 of Lockhart Township.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve conditional use 
permit #5058.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Jack Perry, legal counsel for Barrick Family Farms, then addressed the board regarding an application requesting feedlot 
specific amendments to the Norman County Zoning Ordinance.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to amend Norman County’s Zoning Ordinance regarding new feedlots and also the number of animal units that 
may be located within a quarter mile, half mile, or three quarters of a mile of an existing swine breeding facility of 1,000 
animal units or more.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Mr. Johanson was directed to 
get the proper changes made to the Zoning Ordinance and bring back to the board for approval.   
 
At 11:08 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break.   
 
At 11:20 a.m. the board reconvened the meeting with Kim Myers, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health and Sue Thompson 
of Norman -Mahnomen Public Health addressing the board on behalf of the IMPACT COALITION which is supported by 
the Drug Free Communities Grant and whose main goal is to decrease substance abuse by youth.  Sue and Kim provided 
the board with information regarding a Social Host Ordinance and helping to keep our community safe.  County Attorney 
Brue weighed in on the matter stating he was in support of this, as well as Chief Deputy Ben Fall, stating that he felt the 
county needed such an ordinance.  After some discussion, the consensus of the board was to proceed with exploring the 
Social Host Ordinance.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Jill Murray, Norman County Assessor, addressed the board with an agreement to provide services as 
Assessor for Mahnomen County on a temporary basis while a full-time County Assessor is sought.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agreement to provide services as county Assessor for 
Mahnomen County.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:43 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources consultant and Stacy Erickson addressed the board with concerns in the 
Recorder’s Office.  Staffing Committee had met and recommended that Stacy Erickson be appointed to the County 
Recorder position to fill the remaining two-year term of Kari Aanenson, who has retired.  
 



Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint Stacy Erickson as the Norman County Recorder at the rate of pay 
established in December 2019 for that position in 2020.   
 
The next item brought forward by Mr. Cariveau was the interim County Recorder position that Virginia Olson had been 
appointed to fill as of Ms Aanenson’s retirement.  Human Resources recommends that the county end the assignment of 
Virginia Olson as interim County Recorder, and Ms. Olson return to her former position of Deputy Recorder.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion that due to the fact the county had now appointed Stacy Erickson as County 
Recorder, Virginia Olson will return to her previous position of Deputy County Recorder.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then addressed the board with regard to the recommendation of Stacy Erickson, recommending that 
Andrew Badolato be promoted from his current part-time (average of 28 hours per week) Recorder Clerk position to that 
of Deputy Recorder.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to promote Andrew Badolato to Deputy Recorder 
effective October 15, 2020 at a salary of $24.42/hour.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then noted that he had received a formal retirement notice from Virginia Olson and that her last day of 
employment will be Thursday, December 31, 2020.  He recommended the board accept the resignation.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to accept the resignation of Virginia Olson with thanks for her 34 years of service.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then addressed an idea of restructuring of the County Recorder/DMV Office to one full-time Deputy 
Recorder position and two Clerk Recorder positions, one full-time and one .80 full-time equivalents.  It was the consensus 
of the board to move ahead with the restructure plan.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve 
advertising for one full-time and one .80 FTE position.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
David Stene, CFO, entered the meeting to inquire if the supervisory salary contract for Nancy Rhen as approved at the 
Social Services Board on October 8th, had been addressed.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
salary contract for Nancy Rhen as approved at the Social Services Board meeting on October 8, 2020.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item addressed by Chairman Hall was the payment of the bills.  Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the 
opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills 
as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 223,389.62   Road & Bridge - $ 77,998.35  Building - $ 1,094.38 
 
County EDA - $ 466.10    Public Health - $ 2,733.31   County Ditch - $ 8,063.86  
 
TOTAL - $ 313,745.62   Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:15 p.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


